98                        THE   COLLECTED  WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

their better organising powers. Moreover, we are able to carry on our
trade only because of the goodwill of the poor whites, and our ability to
please the poorest class of customers; also, we have the support of whole-
sale European houses. It has been said that our competition resulted in
many European shops being closed. We deny this. In the first instance,
some of the shops that have been closed were not shops with which we
could possibly enter into competition, for instance, hairdressers and
others. Some general goods stores have undoubtedly closed, but to con-
nect their closing with Asiatic competition would be [as] unfair as to
connect the closing of several Asiatic shops with European competition
in this town. There is trade depression all over South Africa, and it
has only resulted in getting rid of overtrading that was indulged in soon
after the war, based, as it was, on high expectations which have never
been fulfilled.

May we also, in this connection, state that much of the agitation
against us is kept up not by bona-fide British subjects but by aliens who
can have very little indeed to complain of against us. The policy adopted
to drive us out of the township is a policy of irritation and insults which,
though petty in themselves, are galling enough to be very much felt by us.

Without the slightest occasion, we are now served at special counters
in the Post Office. We are debarred from having a breath of fresh air
in a park which is called a *'public" park, and which is kept up from rates
which we are called upon to pay in common with other citizens. We
mention these instances to draw Your Excellency's attention to the awk-
ward position in which we are placed without any fault of ours. No oppor-
tunity is missed of degrading us and humiliating us. We do not wish
to burden Your Excellency with such other instances. We have a right,
we submit, to expect the British Government to protect us from such humi-
liation, and insure for us that freedom to which, as loyal British subjects,
we are entitled wherever the Union Jack flies.

We beg to thank Your Excellency for giving us a patient hearing,
and in conclusion hope that, as a result of Your Excellency's visit to this
township, there will be an amelioration in our condition.

' Indian Opinion, 14-10-1905

117. LORD SELBORNE AND INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL
His Excellency the High Commissioner has made, during his tour
in the Transvaal, two very important speeches on the status of the British
Indians in that Colony. His speech at Potchefstroom, which will be found
in. another column, is the more important. Lord Selborne has shown
therein that, during his short stay, he has studied the question. He holds
the honour of the Government very dear to him, and recognises the fact
that there were promises made to British Indians before the war which
have to be carried out. His Lordship, we are further glad to notice, in-